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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for generating a risks assessment for a 
geotechnical construction project, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a syst e m comprising: instantiating a software program on a computer network; 

a project databas e having at l e ast one proj e ct, instantiating a project database including a 
set of geotechnical construction projects on the computer network in communication with the 
software program; 

a qu e stion databas e containing at least one question, providing a first set of civil 

discipline questions containing a civil discipline code; 

a risk databas e containing at l e ast one risk, providing a second set of civil discipline 

questions containing a site development code: 

and a contact database containing at least on e contact; providing a third set of civil 

discipline questions containing an environmental code: 

providing a fourth set of civil discipline questions containing a geotechnical code: 
providing a fifth set of civil discipline questions containing a structural code: 
instantiating a question database on the computer network in communication with the 

software program incorporating at least one question from the first set of civil discipline 

questions, 

at least one question from the second set of civil discipline questions, 
at least one question from the third set of civil discipline questions, 
at least one question from the fourth set of civil discipline questions and 
at least one question from the fifth set of civil discipline questions: 
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instantiating a risk database on the computer network in communication with the 
software program, containing a set of risks associated with the geotechnical construction project 
and wherein each risk has a risk code; 

instantiating a contact database on the computer network in communication with the 
software program containing a first set of contacts wherein each contact has a contact code and 
wherein each contact of the first set of contacts is associated with a risk from the risk database 
with the software program by correlation of each risk code with each contact code; 

selecting a project from the project database; 

selecting a question from the question database; 

answ e ring a generating an answer to the question wh e r e in th e qu e stion r e lat e s to a 
pgeieet, related to the geotechnical construction project; 

selecting a first risk set from the risk database with the software program related to the 
answer; and 

vi e wing th e risk, assigning a set of completion status indicators to each risk of the first 
risk set with the software program based on the answer; 

generating a graphical display with the software program related to the first risk set; 

generating a numerical total with the software program of the set of completion status 
indicators; and 

evaluating a total risk to the geotechnical construction project based on the numerical 

total. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the additional step of 
providing : 
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providing a user database containing a set of user identification information wherein each 
user is associated with a second set of contacts and wherein each contact of the second set of 
contacts has a contact code related to one or more of the group of: the civil discipline code, the 
site development code, the environmental code, the geotechnical code and the structural code . 

3. (Cancelled). 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 comprising the additional step of providing a 
client database containing client identification information. 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7 wh e r e in th e disciplines ar e civil, 
site development, environmental, gootcchnical and structural comprising the additional step of 
providing a set of information addresses correlated to the question database. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4- 8 comprising th e additional stop of 
modifying th e qu e stion, providing a set of information at each information address of the set of 
information addresses where the set of information is related to a question from the question 
database. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wh e r e in th e risk databas e is 
organiz e d according to disciplines, comprising the additional steps of: 

providing a set of information addresses correlated to the set of risks: and 
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providing a set of information at each information address of the set of information 
addresses where the set of information is related to a risk from the set of risks, without modifying 
the risk. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the additional step of 
modifying the^isl ea risk from the set of risks to reflect a completed state . 

13. (Cancelled). 

14. (Cancelled). 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the additional step of 
modifying the contact, matching the contact code for each contact from the set of contacts with 
one or more of the group of the civil discipline code, the site development code, the 
environmental code, the geotechnical code and the structural code, with the software program. 

16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 wh e r e in th e contact is assign e d to a 
pfejeetr comprising the additional step of instantiating the contact database with the software 
program where each contact of the set of contacts is associated with a project through use of the 
contact code. 

18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 comprising the additional step of 
providing an events database on the computer network in communication with the software 
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program including a set of events related to identification of a workstation on the computer 
network. 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Currently Amended) A software system residing on a computer network, for 
generating a risks assessment for a project related to a geotechnical construction site th e syst e m 
comprising: 

a project database residing on the computer network and having a project related to the 
geotechnical construction site;- 

a question database residing on the computer network and having a question relating to 
the project and having a question code ; 

a risk database residing on the computer network having a risk related to the project and 

having a risk code ; 

a contacts database residing on the computer network having a contact related to the 
project and a contact code; 

a first data entry form dialog m e chanism allowing for the selection of the project by a 

user ; 

a second data entry form dialog m e chanism for answ e ring th e question allowing for entry 
of an answer by the user ; 

an association e ngine for associating the risk with th e answ e r; and a database association 
program residing on the computer network and in communication with the project database and 
the risk database programmed to: 

associate the answer with the question. 

Response to Office Action 
18634.01 11. 120808.vll 

6 



Attorney Docket No 1 8634.0 1 1 1 App. No. 1 0/689,290 

Patent 

correlate the question with the risk by associating the question code with the risk 
code, and 

associate the contact with the risk by associating the contact code with according 
to the risk code. 

a display for vi e wing th e risk. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The software system of claim 20 furth e r comprising a 
graphical signal associat e d with th e risk, wherein the question database includes a plurality of 
questions, 

wherein the risk database includes a plurality of risks, 
wherein the database association program is further programmed to: 
assign a numerical value to each of the plurality of risks and totals the numerical values 
into a final value; and 

displays the final value on a display so that an evaluation of the numerical values can be 
made by the user. 

22. (Currently Amended) The software system of claim 21 wherein a compl e t e d risk 
is associat e d with th e graphical signal wherein the database association program is further 
programmed to display a changeable graphical icon to display a completed risk. 

23. (Currently Amended) The software system of claim 22 wherein th e first graphical 
signal is a ch e ck mark wherein the database association program is further programmed to 
display a changeable graphical icon to display an incomplete risk. 

24. (Cancelled). 
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25. (Cancelled). 

26. (Cancelled). 

27. (Cancelled). 

28. (Currently Amended) The software system of claim 21 wherein the graphical 
signal furth e r comprises the database association program is further programmed to display a 
first icon associated with a completed risk set grouped according to the risk code and a second 
icon associated with any an incomplete risk set grouped according to the risk code . 

29. (Currently Amended) The software system of claim 20 further comprising a URL 
associat e d with th e qu e stion and link e d to information r e lat e d to th e question. 21 further 
comprising: 

a first set of distributed information sources related to the plurality of questions: 
a second set of distributed information sources related to the plurality of risks: 
wherein the database association program is programmed to: 

associate the first set of distributed information sources with the plurality of 
questions through a first set of uniform resource locators: and 

associate the second set of distributed information sources with the plurality of 
risks through a second set of uniform resource locators. 

30. (Cancelled). 

31. (Cancelled). 
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32. (Currently Amended) A software system resident on a computer network for 
generating a risks assessment for a set of building projects, the system comprising: 

a project database having a storing the set of building projects^ 

a question database having storing a set of questions; 

a risk database having storing a set of risks; 

a contact database having storing a set of contacts: 

a first dialog box data entry form allowing for the selection of a building project from the 
set of building projects databas e; 

a second dialog box data entry form for answ e ring entering an answer to a question from 
the set of questions databas e wherein the set of questions relates to the selected building project; 

a processor database manipulation program for locating the a risk from the set of risks 
databas e wherein the located risk is related to the answer by a matching group code , md for 
locating the a contact from the set of contacts databas e wherein the contact is related to the risk 
and the matching group code ; and a third dialog box 1 for generating a numerical tally of a set of 
complete risks from the set of risks and for displaying the numerical tally on a display screen. 
viewing th e risk and th e contact. 

33. (Cancelled). 

34. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3$ 32 wh e rein a the database 
manipulation program displays a set of completed risk s with a first icon and an a set of 
uncompleted risks hav e differ e nt graphical displays, with a second icon. 

35. (Cancelled). 
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36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32 wherein the risk database is 
organized according to disciplin e s a set of discipline group codes associated with the set of risks 
wherein the contact database is organized according to the set of discipline group codes and 
wherein the question database is organized according to the set of discipline group codes . 

37. (Cancelled). 

38. (Cancelled). 

39. (Cancelled). 

40. (Currently Amended) A software system resident on a computer network for 
generating a risks assessment for a construction projec t, the syst e m comprising: 

a project database having a project^: 

a question database having a plurality of questions including a first URL field set for 
locating a first set of information related to the question : 

a risk database having a plurality of risks including a second URL field set for locating a 
second set of information related to the risk ; 

a contact database having a plurality of contacts; 

a first s e l e ction tool first data entry form allowing for the selection of a project from the 
project database; 

a s e cond s e l e ction tool second data entry form allowing a question from the question 
database to be answered wherein the question relates to the selected project; 

a database organization program located on the computer network proc e ssor for locating 
programmed to: 

locate a risk from the risk database related to the answer^ 
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locate a contact from the contact database related to the risk, and a display graphical icon 
associated with the risk through the use of a plurality of discipline codes correlated to the 
disciplines of civil site development environmental, geotechnical and structural ; and 

a m e ans for vi e wing th e risk, th e contact and th e icon 

numerically sort and to tally the plurality of risks according to a completion status state 
and automatically generate a notification to a set of contacts from the plurality of contacts based 
on the completion status state . 

41. (Cancelled). 

42. (Cancelled). 

43. (Cancelled). 

44. (Cancelled). 

45. (Cancelled). 

46. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 40 wh e r e in the databas e proc e ssor 
g e n e rat e s an e mail upon th e qu e stion being answered, further comprising a set of information 
sources related to the plurality of discipline codes: 

wherein the database organization program is further programmed to associate the set of 
information sources to the plurality of questions and the plurality of risks by using the plurality 
of discipline codes. 

47. (Cancelled). 
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48. (Currently Amended). A method for generating a risks assessment for a building 
project, the method comprising: 

providing a software program residing on a computer: 

creating a project database with the software program having at least one project; 

creating a question database with the software program having at least one 
question with a question ID and associated with a set of discipline group codes : 

creating a risk database with the software program having at lease least one risk 
with a risk ID , and associated with the set of discipline group codes, the risk further 
related to the building project : 

storing th e qu e stion ID in th e project database; 

answ e ring th e question; receiving an answer to the at least one question with the 
software program; 

d e t e rmining a correlating the risk ID associat e d with the answer with the software 
program ; 

storing the risk ID in the project database with the software program ; and 
displaying a message associated with the risk ID and categorized according to the 
set of discipline codes with the software program . 

49. (Currently Amended). The method of claim 48 further comprising generating a 
graphical analysis tool associat e d with th e risk further comprising the steps of: 

providing a first set of information blocks related to the at least one question with a first 
set of information IDs and having a first set of network addresses: 

providing a second set of information blocks related to the at least one risk with a second 
set of information IDs and having a second set of network addresses: 
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associating the first set of information IDs with the at least one question and displaying 
the first set of network address with the software program; and 

associating the second set of information IDs with the at least one risk and displaying the 
second set of network addresses with the software program. 

50. The method of claim 49 wh e r e in th e analysis tool allows for statistical mapping of 
a compl e ted risk and an uncompl e t e d risk further comprising the steps of: 

creating the risk database containing a plurality of risks with each risk of the plurality of 
risks having a completion status state identifier with the software program; 

displaying the plurality of risks according to each completion status state identifier with 
the software program; 

creating a set of totals for each completion status state identifier and display the set of 
totals with the software program. 

51. (Cancelled). 
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